
 
           Verona Shade Tree Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes of  May 11, 2026           at 5 p.m. in person and via Internet Conferencing 
 

  
Action 
Required 

1. Call to order at   5:07 pm  
a) Open Public Meetings Act Statement: Read  
b) Roll Call:  
 
Carol Thomas :  present 
Bob Prout    _____                
Ira Jacobs (member): present                
Val Ryan (member): present 
Catherine Tamasik (member) : present      
Diane Conboy (alternate): present      
Kathy Rutherford (alternate): present  
Councilwoman Christine McGrath (Council Representative): present  
Quorum Established:  Yes  

 

2. Public Comment Period: None 
 

  

 

3.  Correspondence:  None 
 
 
  

 
 

4 Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of April 13, 2026 
MOTION to Approve:  Thomas 
Second: Jacobs 
APPROVAL:  Thomas, Jacobs, Ryan, Conboy, Rutherford   
Abstentions:  Tamasik  

approved 
minutes 
will be 
sent to  
Township 
Clerk  

5 Budget: No discussion about budget.  Councilwoman McGrath informed the committee that the Council would be 
voting on the capital budget later this evening.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



6 New and Unfinished Business. 
 
a.  Arbor Day Activities.  Ms. Conboy and Ms. Thomas staffed the STC’s table at the library. Ms. Thomas advised 

residents about the process for requesting a Town tree.  Over 130 trees (small saplings) were given away;  all 
conifers.  The library arranged a variety of projects for kids regarding trees.  

 
b.   CFMP:  NJDEP sent a letter today (May 11) requesting some additional information to bring our CFMP into 

compliance.   
 

c. NCS Grant.  The grant request was denied.  We will apply again, when we are able to obtain an engineering 
plan indicating where the requested trees will be planted.   
 

d. Security Training and Financial Disclosure.  Ms. Thomas reminded all STC members and alternates that they 
must complete the security training and submit a financial disclosure statement.  The latter was due at 
the end of April.  
 

e. Liaisons to Sustainable Verona and the VEC.  Ms. Tamasik volunteered to attend the Sustainable Verona 
meeting on June 3.   
 

f. Everett Field visit.  Ms. Ryan stated that the trees shown on the plans do not accurately reflect the actual 
plantings.  The plans are misleading, because they illustrate mature trees; the new plantings will not be 
mature for 20 years.  Ms. Thomas referenced Mr. Prout’s impromptu meeting with Kevin O’Sullivan, which 
followed Ms. Thomas’s memo of April 22, expressing observations about the Everett plantings.  Kevin 
responded after meeting with Mr. Prout that 1) the Callery pears would be removed; 2) the mulch will be 
subject to ongoing maintenance, and 3) the pine at the first base line also needs stability vis-à-vis the mulch.  
Councilwoman McGrath advised that the town retained an outside contractor to mow the grass at Everett. 
The town also hired a Field Manager. She said these costs were included in the Everett budget. 
 

g. Planting map.  High school interns will update the tree inventory. This work has begun. 
 

h. Schools planting plan.  More changes will occur.  Nothing definite yet. 
 

i. Street Tree recommendations.  The remainder of the meeting was devoted to extensive discussion about 
street tree possibilities using a list Ms. Thomas prepared utilizing NJ Tree Foundation’s Urban Tolerant Tree 
list and PSEG’s “safe” tree list.  The STC determined that for planting under utility wires in narrow planting 
strips, the best specimens are Hornbeam (any variety), Carolina Silverbell (Jersey Belle), Ivory Silk Lilac, 
Maackia and Redbuds.  Fringetree, Serviceberry, Crabapple, Tulip Tree, and Chokecherry are OK for open 
space areas, but not as street trees.   It was agreed to recommend the trees listed as Large/ No Wires, and 
those listed where there are minimum 4’ planting strips and no utility wires.  The committee agreed that the 
list of columnar trees would be appropriate for planting on Bloomfield Avenue. 

 
We do not yet know what kinds of trees the town intends to plant on Linden as replacements or for residents 
requesting trees for the first time.   
 
 
 
 

7 Motion to Adjourn:  Jacobs       Second:   Ryan          Adjournment:   6:30    pm 
Next Meeting:  June 8, 2026 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Who will 
provide 
requested 
info? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow up 
with DPW 
needed 



   

7 Motion to Adjourn:                 Second:             Adjournment:         pm 
Next Meeting:  

 

 


